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7. — The Tour of the World in Eighty Days. By Julks Verne, 
Author of " Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Seas." Boston : 
James R. Osgood & Co. 1873. 

Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Seas. By Jules Verne. Bos- 
ton : James R. Osgood & Co. 1873. 

Five Weeks in a Balloon. By Jules Verne. Boston : James R. 
Osgood & Co. 1873. 

The Fur Country. By Jules Verne. ' Boston : James R. Osgood & 
Co. 1874. 

The various books of M. Verne which are continually appearing 
in English as fast as they are written in French have taken a very 
high place in that department of literature which aims especially at 
entertaining the young. It is not the young alone, however, who 
find his writings interesting ; they are the favorites of the boys, but 
their parents do not fail to find amusement in the ingenious inven- 
tions of this writer, who leaves no corner of the globe untouched 
for material. To write books that shall please boys is no easy task, 
but the best books for the young will generally be found readable 
by their elders. 

M. Verne, before striking this vein, which has since proved so 
successful, was a toiler in the beaten paths of literature, although 
with but indifferent success. He wrote little plays and the libretti 
for operas, which would never have made his name famous. His 
main interest, however, lay in geography, and this he utilized in his 
first boys' book, "Five Weeks in a Balloon." This contains an 
account of a journey made by an enthusiastic Englishman over the 
unknown centre of Africa, from the eastern to the western coast, in 
a balloon. The scientific preparations for the voyage are described 
in a way that must fill the hearts of Messrs. Donaldson and Wise 
with envy. The explorer and his companions meet with all manner 
of adventures, and are perfectly successful ; they solve all the puzzles 
of African geography, but not without meeting with various hard- 
ships, which follow one another at just the proper intervals to keep 
the instruction that is conveyed from being dull. 

Inspired by the success of this volume, M. Verne devoted himself 
entirely to the composition of books of this sort. Perhaps the best 
known is "Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Seas.", This is an 
account of a submarine boat, the building of which is described with 
great detail and such vraisemblance that it seems the most practi- 
cable thing in the world to have a vessel moved by electricity, and 
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able to hold enough fresh air for use at the bottom of the sea. With 
these mysterious provisions in which, out of obedience to the spirit 
of the age, scientific methods have taken the place of the effete magic 
of fairies, the travellers journey through the depths of the seas. 
Their speed is, of course, very great ; for why, when one has the 
secret of electric machinery, should one begrudge fifty miles an hour 1 
The knowledge of geography which M. Verne possesses enables him 
to add a certain amount of instruction to his entertaining book, and 
his lively imagination keeps him from ever being dull. 

" The Tour of the World in Eighty Days " is a very amusing 
squib, giving an account of a journey around the world made for 
the sake of a bet by an eccentric Englishman, silent, determined, 
and very grim, who, with the energy of his race, carries his insular 
prejudices and his bull-dog pugnacity with him wherever he goes. 
The way in which he is at last successful, in spite of manifold obsta- 
cles, in winning his bet, is very ingeniously and amusingly devised. 

In " The Fur Country " M. Verne takes us to the Arctic Circle, 
and describes, in a way that shows us that he has thoroughly mas- 
tered his subject, the perils and discomforts of the polar winter. 
The people whom he brings together at the little station of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, the officers and men of the Company, the 
devoted astronomer, the enthusiastic travelling Englishwoman and 
her companion, are all drawn with amusing skill. The perils which 
naturally encompass them are bad enough, but they sink into insig- 
nificance in comparison with the dramatic device which gives especial 
interest to the second volume of this book. 

All his writings show great ingenuity, and more than that, great 
familiarity with what he has chosen to describe. For instance, in 
those which, like "The Fur Country," deal with life in the frozen 
North, he makes it very clear that he has studied well all the accounts 
of actual voyages in that region, and he understands how to bring 
before the reader's mind a very vivid picture of the gloom and 
dangers that fill that part of the world. Not that he is entirely 
free from errors, nor that he does not, outside of his most evident 
inventions, sometimes overstrain probability, but, in general, he 
manages to convey a great deal of valuable information, but in a 
pleasant form that hides from the boy how much he is learning. 
These qualities make him a writer for boys who is worthy of con- 
siderable praise. His books are both entertaining and instructive ; 
the mixture of these two qualities is wisely made, and we respect- 
fully commend them to the public attention. 
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